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NO VOICE, NO CHOICE! The Toll of 
Tyranny and The Fees of Being Unheard 
B Y :  D R .  T R A V I S  T O W N E  

Lesson Focus 

This lesson explores how the absence of representation in government led to taxation, 
unrest, and ultimately rebellion in colonial America. Students will feel the frustration of 
“taxation without representation” through a classroom simulation, analyze primary sources, 
and take part in a detective-style role-play mystery. The lesson concludes by connecting 
students’ learning to Daniel Shays’ Rebellion, showing how unresolved civic and economic 
grievances revealed weaknesses in the Articles of Confederation and pushed America 
toward creating the U.S. Constitution. 

Key Learning Objectives 

• Identify where the phrase “taxation without representation is tyranny” originated and why 
it became a rallying cry of the American Revolution 

• Explain how economic burdens like taxes or fees affected families and communities 

• Analyze primary sources that reflect colonial grievances about taxation and 
representation. 

• Explore connections between colonial resistance and Shays’ Rebellion to better 
understand the similarities between the civic and economic grievances of these events. 

Essential Questions for Student Reflection 

• Why is it dangerous for people to be taxed or punished without representation? 

• How do economic burdens like taxes or fees affect families and communities? 

• What did colonists mean when they said “no taxation without representation?” 

• Why might someone like Daniel Shays still feel unheard after the Revolutionary War and 
choose to rebel? 
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Suggested Flow of Activities 

10–15 MIN: INTRODUCTION & PRIMARY SOURCES 

• Open with the “Entry Fee” activity. 

• Read/discuss selected quotes from the Rights of British Colonies Asserted, Virginia 
Resolves, and the Declaration of Rights and Grievances. 

• View the political cartoon “The Bostonians Paying the Excise-Man.” 

• Guide students to make connections between the government control of trade and loss 
of liberty and prosperity. 

30–40 MIN: ROLE-PLAY MYSTERY – “TRUST NO ONE: THE CASE OF THE 
UNHEARD COLONIST” 

• Have student detective interview characters, record testimonies, and try to identify 
which colonists are secretly spies. 

• Have students reflect and consider why it might be a bit trickier to spot grievances when 
an individual's economic safety and security is at risk. 

10–15 MIN: CLOSING ARGUMENTS 

• Students will explore Daniel Shay’s Rebellion—a situation in which taxation, debt, and 
lack of voice reappeared in the brand-new United States government. 


	Lesson Focus
	Key Learning Objectives
	Essential Questions for Student Reflection
	Suggested Flow of Activities
	10–15 min: Introduction & Primary Sources
	30–40 min: Role-Play Mystery – “Trust No One: The Case of the Unheard Colonist”
	10–15 min: Closing Arguments


